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Martina Navratilova; feft, congratulates Chris Evert af-

ter Evert wu& the two-of-three tiebreaker exhlbmon.
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Evert rekmdles rivalry
in win over Navratilova

Two old foes play again
today in the Legends event.-

Ry H.A. BRANHAM
Tribune Staff Writer

WESLEY CHAPEL — It was just like
old times, Chris Evert and Martina Navra-
tilova together again, trading shots, furn-
ing heads.

Prior to Saturday’s mini match at Sad-

dlebrook Resort, Evert hadn't given Nav-
ratilova this much trouble in years.

No way was Evert supposed to win,
vet she did, teking two of three tiebreak-
ers, 7-3, 6-7, 7-6, to highlight the opening

- day of the Virginia Slims Legends.

The exhibition format origlnally was
to be only one tiebreaker. Bui, *'that
would’ve only been about eight minutes of
tennis, so0 this was beiter,” Evert said af-
ter she and her old rival played 30 min-
uies on a sun-baked clay courl.

The conditions and surtw seemed o

favor Evert and her back-court style, just
as they did durfng her professional ca-
reer. Her pround strokes, now bolstered.
by a wide-body, graphite racket, put Nav-
ratilova on the defensive {rom {he outsel.

The first tiebreaker was a two-Tisted
throwback to the 1970s wien Evert domi-
nated the rivalry that ended in 1988, with
Navratilova holding a 43-37 edge.

Evert, with hushand Andy Mill and 3-
year-0ld son Alex watching, played like,
anything but a 40-year-old wife and moth-
er of two.

Her parents, Jimmy and Colette, also:
were on hand — and beaming afterward.

“Yes, | was surprised at how she did,"
Jimmy Evert said. "It was exciting.”

Navratilova. meanwhile, admitted to,
the unthinkable, considering the non-im-
portance of the afternoon: nerves.

“I haven't been playing singles much
and [ haven’t been playing on clay, so
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Nayratilova, Graf
a’Wimbledon pair

By H.A. BRANHAM
Tribune Staff Writer

“"'WESLEY CHAPEL — The an-
fbuncement, fittingly, came in
back-handed fashion. It was Chris
vert who leaked word Saturday
that Martina Navratilova will play
dbubles this year at Wimbledon
- with Steffi Graf,
TENNIS At & news confer-
ence preceding the
Virginia Slims Legends event at
dlebrook Resort, Navratilova
sald she would play Wimbledon. But
she wouldn’t name her partner.
~ 1 know [who] but I don't want to
tatk about it Navratilova said.
- Enter Evert, in another inter-
view sessinn. Commenting on Nav-
ratilova’s retirement from singles
but continued doubles play, she said
“Martina told me she's playing dou-
bles with Steffi.”

Informed of Navratilova's desire
to keep the plans quiet, Chris rolled
her eyes, znd said, “Well, [ always
was 8 big mouth.”

Elsewhere

B At Amelia Island, topseeded
Conchita Martinez and No.2 Ga-
briela Sabatini posted straight-set
victories. and will meet for the
Bausct & Lomb champlonship.

:l What: Virginia Slims 1agends.

M Where: Saddlebrook Resort.
Wesiey Chapal,

;i@ When: Today, 1 pm,

u M What: Consolation match —
hgiEvonne Goolagong-Virginia Wade
11, ¥S- Hgna Mandlikova-Rosie Casals:
_',"i“_emrfmafs — Chris Evert-Clga Mo-
| TDzova vs. Tracy Austin-Betty
/9%tove; Martina Navratitova-Fran.
Leoise Durr vs. Biliie Jean King-Wen-
‘ay Turnbull: Singles — Evert vs.
Natwatifova. fallowed by doubles Fi-
nat.

M Tickets: Sold out,
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Evert, Martina
renew rivalry

B From Page 1

‘being nervous didn't help,” Navrati-
lova said.
- : “I've been hitting on hard courts
fin: Aspen,. and for awhile [ just
-wasn't hitting the ball hard enough
torget it over the net.”
usiQf course, that changed. Navra-
tilova started accompanying: chip
withi charge, and the inevitabie vol-
feying onslaught began. Again, & re-
minder of the past. Even the best
Evert shots were sometimes easy
pickings for Navratilova at net.” > -
__..It-could have ended tn comsecu-
‘tive tiebreakers, but Nevratilova ex-
Tended things by winning the second
breaker with a high, reaching fore-
hand voliey.
T Evert then shot to a 6-1 lead in
the third, only to have Navratilova
run through five poinis. One of the
five came via an ace; the other four
were from Evert errors, including a
ghastly forehand service return.

“[ thought I gagged a couple of
skats there,” Evert said.

And so it reached 6-6 in the
third — match polat for both (no
Eiwo-points-ahead rule here) — with

avratilova serving.

Fittingly, one of the day's best
-rallies developed. It peaked with
iNavratilova appreaching, punching
'a fine forehand voliey that looked
tlike a winnper. ‘

! But suddeniy, Evert was 20
lagain. A running forehand cross-
tcourt passed her old foe decisively,
boer got beiter as I went along,”
isaid Evert, who was beaten easily
Iby Navratilova in & February exhi-
ibition, a loss that served as a wake-
jup-tall, sending Evert to the prac-
itice court in preparation for the
tfirst-year/six-city Legends tour.

! *apparently, it has paid off.
‘Evert also won both her doubles
‘matches Saturday playing with
leTeam Evert” teammates Hana
:Mandlikova and Olga Morozova.

i "Navratilova, meanwhile, went 0-
‘for-3. She also iost two doubles sets
with teammates Francoise Durr and
Evonne Goolagong.

" Expect more surprising stuff to-
‘day, Evert said, when Navratilova
and she duel again.

“pther things might go [talent-

‘wise] a little bit, but the hands, I
‘think are stifl there,” she said.
:  *The [one-set] format [for singles
:and doubles] is good,” Navratilova
aifded. “We didn't want people to go
away saying we piayed too long. We
~didn’t embarrass ourselves.”




