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Connie Drath, assistant to the
the Tobacco Institute, was In
week (o present the tobacco kidustry’s side
of the smoking versus antl-smoking issue.

president of
Houston Jast
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The contenders:
o Joscph Califano, a re-
. formed three-cigarelle.]
pack-a-day man and secre-
tary of Health, Education
and Welfare in the Carler
sdministration.
e The Tobacco Instl-
non-
, who
Is assistant to the presi-
dentof the Institute.
The battle stripes are
drawn. And the two sides
are, as slways, evenly di-

think government should
take an aclive step in edu-
cating ¢ about the
ential hazerds of smok-
ng and thnse who think
nt has ils arms
n ton many societal ples
already.

Calllano made his posi-
tion clear on Jan. 10 when
be announced that his of-
fice, HEW, would spear-
head a  beefed-up
government advertising

smohing Americans from
commitiing  “slow.motion

This week, Connle Drath
was in Houston and sald
thal the Tobacco Institute
feels the ather side of the

vided between those who|.
announcement thal Lhe

srgument should be heard.
She says (hat the Institute |
doesn't advise that anyone
begin or refrain from
smoking and that the
organization is not a
- promotional group.

She says that antl-smok-
ing attitudes sre nothing
new.

called ‘Counterblaste.’ He -

T"E ISSUE: smoking.| charged that ‘that evil

weed was a loathesome
hazard’ fo lungs and to
cyes. Smoking was so con-
troversial in the 1600s that
the Russian czar said sny-
one caught smoking woul
be whipped for the first of-
fense and executed for the
second offense. The point
Is that smoking has always
been controversial.”

One of the bigpest items
of contention amlsngree;
ment §s fhe governmental
financing of tobaceo crops,

Calitann said In a Jan. 1

fobacco industry's “strong
lohby — in combination
with agricultural inler-
esis’” has dissuaded efforis
to cut government subst
diesto tobacco plantations.

Ms. Drath says the -

tobacco indusiry takes
exception to the term
subsidy.
“You often hear that the
rament Is subsidizing
tnbacco industry,” she

campaign to dlscnurage’ said. “The tobaceo indus-
' ry does not recelve subsl-

dles. (The lr'::':nokl
people) are (al 8l
rrlce support loans that go
o farmers. There are
about 600,000 smal! famil
farmers in the Southeast-
emn states and the farms
are usually opersted on
one or iwo acres. Tobacco
Is a tremendously success.
ful cash crop.

“In 1933, the price
ams were es|
ished for a varicly of
crops — tobacco among
fhem. The Joan program
guarantees the farmer 8
minimum price for a crop,
I\ provides an Incentive 1o
uce and it also stab-
lzes the market, as well as
fimits the product. Each
tobacco fsrmer who am:

the agreement has lo 8
by the quotes that Him#l the

age of his crop.™

She exﬂaanm
ers recelve
the Commerce Credit Cor-

ration snd that lnr

that i't sold di-
rectly by the fasrmers is
held and stored in govern-
ment warehouses and re-
sold ml«ﬂﬂn s,

At the t excess
hba;c‘v;d lmdioﬂ:*ham
are gov-
ernment plus interest.”

Hiealth:

Catifano addressed
m;hn‘: fasue on :'m”.'ﬂ
saying, “Those
these facts (d .m:

In
of

M)n

wishlul (hinking; they are
whislling past the cemme-
tery bn search for a
way (o ratlonalbze 3 habit
that can become a danger-

ous dependency.

Ms. Drath says, “Our
position on the smoking
and health Issue is, yes,
there are a fol of staiistics

derived {rom popuiation L

studics. There were com-
parisons made belween
disense ond death rate that
resulted in a siatistical
Tink or corrclation for dis-
eases like lung cancer,
heart disease, emphyse-

the .
by

WL ' ma. But there has pever

heen any sclentific or 1abo-
mhmprm' that. smoking
was the cause.

“Smoking has been pin-
pointed ax a ‘risk faclor,’
not a cause. Clgarette
smoking Is a risk factor.
But the fact that you live
with a risk faclor doesn't
mean you will or you won't
fall victim to these dis-
eases.”

. Ms. Drath says that Cali-
fsno has changed his
statistics, to0. “Two wecks
ago he sald 90,000 people
have developed lung can-
cer due {0 smoking. Two
mf&s::;l% hedt:‘gtd the
figure by 15 percent saving
that 78,00 peaple tiad de-
vtlwxi Imﬁcmi' due to
smoking. Replly, 78,000
people out of @ miltion
people s s small

: "(She says @0
milllon aduits smoke,
which s 40 percent of the

'-g:auon.\

: ndds'thnl lh‘e.og:u;
fmportant. factor L]
‘non-smokers contr

Teens:
In his Jan. 10 tatk (the
t4th anniversary of the
genoral's w:
e gove midepreny
altention in the Mk bed
tween smoking snd hea
ohlems) Califano sal
al the new anti-smok
government ram in
volves public ation,
regilation and rese

Joseph Calilano, screlafy of Health,
" Education and Welfare has launched a new

| stepped-up anti-smoking campaign.

5. Drath sdys, “He
ed shout making tecns
farget. The tobacco
ry doesn't believe

aduit custom and iy some-
thing 8 mature individual
should make g decision

all tecn-agers betieve

.vmkh ing 'l:! . So
[{ being

pontre e oS

- Momey: ‘
Califanh announced this
month that HEW's smok-
::‘m information :‘7'! educa-
programs be ex-
panded and coordinated by
8 new Office on Smk:a
and Health with an
budget of $23 miition.
(Seventeen mitllion dollars
of that $23 milllon was al-
ready ted for smok-
ing research and education

“A main ohjective I8 per
mm young people not
{o et

1

programs.}

*We havi (o ueston me
priorities ot the depart
mend of HEW.” sald Ms.
Drath. “There are any
aumber of serious prob-
fems in this con today
such as the Medicaid scan-
dals and an alrmost bank-
rupt Social Security
gystem. Yet, Mr. Califano

chosen to those
has e back

blems on th
Poaner. We (the tobacco

industry) sce I a3 8 pur-

siitof a personal hobby.

- She says that time and
s also wasteful.

mone:
"Wha{(C!"lann) Is saytng
is a repetition of much ac-
tivity and Information
that's been golng on for the
st 14 years.
;:k luwyrlm can pom!bl'y
think America _"lasn t
heard the message.
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