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November 4, 1970

HMr. E. AL Vassallo

HINUTES OF MEETING TO DISCUSS RESULTS OF EXPERIMENTS WITH SMOKING DOGS

CONDUCTED BY DR, OSCAR AVERBACH - Office of The Council for Tobacco
Rescarch, November 3," 1970

A discussion was held preliminary to the presentation to be
rade by Dr. Auerbach.to the Tobacco Working Group at the National Cancer
Institute on November 9, 1970,

Present: TWG Participants

Dr, Charles J. Kensler
Dr. Alex W. Spears
Dr. Relwmut Hakehan

" Dr. Hurray Senkus.

Others Present:

Pr. R. Fegan, Doctor of Veterinary Mcdicine, Pathologist and
Virologist ~ Philip Norris ..
Mr. Alex Holtzman, Legal Department - Philip Morris
Hr. Hall, legel Departweni - Philip Mcrris
Mr. Williem Shinn - Shook, Hardy, Ottmann, Mitchell & Racon
(Lav Firm {n Kansas City, Missour{)

CiR Staf{f Present:

Dr. Jehn H. Krefsher

Dr. Vincent F, Liganti

Dr. Robert C. Hockett

MHr. ¥W. T. Hoyt

Dr. Sheldon C. Sorauers, Chaivzan of the Scientific Advisory Board
of the Council for Tobacco Research

The cedicel people at the mecting, nanely, Fagan, Kreish-r,
Lisanti, Yockett and Sommers, emphasized the following points which should
be raised with Dr. Auerbach after his prescntation at the N.C.1, on
Novezber 93
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3o Une of Degnoag on Veperdcoatal gninal

On a purely ~vdical/sclentific basis, the Leagle §s a poor choeice
for the experinent at kand.  The behavior of the cells in the lungs and the
breathing ¢haracteristics of the beagles (dogs) are so totally diffivent
from \hiese of wan thar any results obtained are subject to serfeus puestion,

2. Smoking Techniques

Dr. Sormmers was extremely critical of the scverfty of the smoking
techniques; first, the surgerfes on the trackcas and then the fusecrtion of
plastic smoking tubes into the incisions no doubt were disturbing to the
dogs. These conditions probably caused chronic infections, hemorrhaging,
swelling of tissues - Just a whole host of trauratic and damaging expericnces.
1t was rveported that the dogs were docile and fricndly and appeared to enjoy
the smoking. -This is a misinterpretation; in the desire to please, the dogs
covered up the-stress ond trauma. In Dr, Sommers' opinfon, the alleged
so-called §11 cffects of the smoking may be attributable to the stress and
trauma. The other medical pcople agreed with Dr. Sormmers.

3. _Examinatfon of Presumably Cancerous Tissucs

In the several presentations which Dr. Auerbach has made regarding
the cxperiments, he has shown slides of what he maintains are cancerous
tissues. In medical terms these are referrcd to as squamous cell carcinoma.

In Dr, Sommers' opinion, the photographic quality of the slides i{s unbelievadly
poor. He could not understand why Dr. Auerbach could not have ermployed the
veudily availadble profrscional ckill for the preparation of the slides. Puvely
on the basis of the quality of the slides, the {nterpretation is ceaningless,
S.e., if the work s to be judged on the slides, then Dr. Auvcrbach's work is
worthless. ’

Under any circumstances, only one of the slides suggests a carcinoma,
None of the others could be regarded as cancerous.

Dr. Socmers assumes that it {s because of the poor quality cf the
slides that the Jourmal of the American Medical Association has firally
rejected Dr. Aucrbach's paper. However, the paper {s scheduled to appear
{n ARCHIVES OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH, Vol. 21, No. 6, Dececber 1970,

According to Dr. Fagan.of Fnilip Morris, some 20 pathologists
throughout the United States would not cemmit themselves that Dr. Auwertach
tas prcduced cancer in dogs, as he claice. Yhile many of these palhoiogist;
r'dy he a part of what cne mipht call tne anti-tebacco group, norectheless,
they seriously question Dr. Averbach's conclusiops.
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